
Dear High School Musical Actors, Families, and Production Team, 
  
We hope you are staying healthy and safe during these troubling times.  As with everyone, we’ve been trying to digest 
the cascading announcements and closures of the past few days while also setting a plan to move forward.  For a 
number of reasons (educational, financial, psychological), we have decided to do everything in our power to mount the 
best production of High School Musical we possibly can before the end of the school year.   
  
SCHEDULE 
  

As long as we return to school April 27th, we are planning to go on with the show with a postponement of 
performances to June 12 (outreach/preview), 13, 19, 20, and 21.  This puts our run after the spring concerts and 
the music department has graciously agreed to perform on our set.  It means we will open the weekend before 
finals and then lay low all through finals week with no rehearsals or shows.  Performances will continue after the 
last day of finals (and school) on June 19th through that weekend, closing Sunday June 21st.  If we return to 
school later than the 27th, we will re-evaluate and have some other back up plans in mind that we will discuss 
should the need arise. 
  
While we have the blessing of Ms. Rodgers with this revised schedule, we understand that for some of you, it is 
more of a commitment than you signed on for.  The new schedule will also require all of us to dig deep and put 
in an extraordinary amount of focus and work, especially in the 28 rehearsals between April 27 and June 3.  Take 
the “break” to evaluate what the end of the year will look like for you and when we return to school, please let 
us know if you are unable to take on what we are asking—especially if you are a senior.  If you want to continue 
with the show but have immovable conflicts with the new performances, please let us know right away and of 
course we will allow you to perform as many of the shows you can.   
  
One positive thing is the schedule’s impact on finals is mostly contained.  Other than the Friday and Saturday 
before finals, the music concert schedule will prohibit us from having late night rehearsals before finals 
week.  We will still meet after school to clean and polish, but the week before we open will be weirdly quiet.  All 
of our intense tech work will happen before the concerts and a full two weeks before finals begin.  Again, we 
will not have after school rehearsals or performances during finals week, instead starting up again after finals 
are over and school is out for the Summer. 
  
The revised production calendar is attached.  Some notes on schedule: 
  

• Starting April 27, all actors are called for all after school rehearsals with some exceptions that first week 
back 

• Leads will be called in the mornings at 7:15 for blocking rehearsals for at least the first two weeks 
back.  Who is called which mornings is TBD. 

• We have added a “mini retreat” on Saturday May 9 from 9:00am-3:00pm.  Please let us know if you 
cannot attend. 

• Between now and the 27th, we will be teaching leads their parts potentially all remotely, while everyone 
is expected to practice the dance videos from Greve as well as their vocal parts using RehearScore. 
Download the RehearScore app onto your Apple/Android device and sign in with username 
"highschoolmusical" and password "58271808". 

  
PATRONS OF THE ARTS & PARENT VOLUNTEERS 
  

We understand the closure of school and the mandated social distancing are impacting families in many 
dramatic ways.  For some, fundraising right now is not possible and some of the people you would normally ask 
to support the show may be feeling a severe financial impact.  At this time, we are putting a pause on our 
required Patron of the Arts fundraiser.  We will have more direction and ideas about how to make up for this 
$20K shortfall once things balance out but for now, please focus on learning your part for the show so that we 
can mount an extraordinary production for ourselves, our audiences, and our program. 



  
We also understand that Musical typically leans on our parent community for support with your time and 
talent.  We are working with Booster leadership to identify only the highest-priority volunteer needs and to 
minimize asks so that families who will be returning to work and their other routines and obligations this Spring 
will be able to focus on the critical needs of the show, while balancing work and family needs. 

  
ROUGHWRITERS, VARIETY SHOW, PLAY PRODUCTION AUDITIONS, SENIOR SHOWCASE, and ITF 
  

We do not have reschedule information for Roughwriters, The Variety Show, or the 2020-21 Play Production 
Class Auditions at this time. 
  
Because High School Musical involves the largest number of students in our program, knocking this show out of 
the park is our top priority.  With the new schedule, there will no longer be time to produce Senior 
Showcase.  We want to acknowledge all of the creativity and time our seniors have already put in to this 
event.  We are so sorry to cancel Senior Showcase and understand how disappointing this is for many of 
you.  Please know we are in triage mode so that the theatre department can continue at the level it has and 
Musical ticket sales are the single biggest engine that makes everything else we do next year possible.  We love 
our talented seniors and intend to celebrate you as much as possible at closing of Musical! 
  
Due to the extreme uncertainty around travel and conventions as well as our much later musical run, we will not 
be able to go to ITF this year.  This decision is another extreme disappointment for us and those who were 
looking to go, but at this time, there are too many unknowns to move forward and closing the musical Sunday 
only to leave for ITF the following morning is not possible.  Greve and I will also need the week after school is 
out to get the set struck, costumes returned, and the usual post-musical pieces picked up. 

  
ACTION ITEMS: 
  

1. Let us know if you have conflicts with any of the new performance dates or with the “Mini Retreat” Saturday 
May 9 from 9:00am-3:00pm.   

2. Upon our return April 27, let us know if you will not be able to continue with the musical commitment 
3. At this time, please pause your fundraising for Patron of the Arts until further notice 
4. Actors, use RehearScore to practice your music and be practicing the choreography with the videos at home.  If 

you have lines, memorize them and look for more emails with blocking. 
5. Stay away from crowds, drink your water, wash your hands, and tell those you love that you love them. 

  
With admiration for all you do for the program and for each other, 
  
Ben & Katie 
Co-Directors  
RHS Theatre & Dance Department 
 


